
Please order these events in chronological order, with 1 being the first 

and 10 being the last and most recent. Write on the black line. 

 

10. Monona Terrace Community and 
Convention Center opens its doors and 
the 59-year-old vision becomes a 
reality.1997 
 

7. Metzner’s bill is repealed. 
Wright dies at age 91 in AZ hospital four 
days after stomach surgery.1959 
 

1. Wright is commissioned by a group of 
residents led by electrical contractor for 
the State Capitol, Paul Harloff. 
The “Olin Terraces” proposal by Wright 
is massive! It included a marina for 5000 
seat auditorium, railroad depot, court 
rooms, jail cells with lake views and 
parking for 4,500 cars. There were two 
giant waterfalls from rooftop to lake. 
The County Board of Supervisors turns 
it down, losing thousands of dollars in 
federal grant money.1938 
 

8. Wright’s successor firm, Taliesin 
Architects, presents several ideas for a 
public auditorium and lakeshore 
development. None of them go 
anywhere. 1960’s-1970’s 
 

5. Lead adversary Carroll Metzner, local 
lawyer and common council member. 
He pushes a bill through State 
Legislature banning construction of any 
lakeshore building in Law Park over 
20ft. high.1957 
 

3. The project moves forward and the 
design changes substantially through 
this period to meet the needs of the city. 
First, Wright proposes a sprawling 
auditorium with a drive and several rings 
of parking that reached far into Lake 

Monona. Then, upon the city’s request, 
he reduced the project in size and scale- 
Wright didn’t like it and referred to the 
small design as a “peanut”.1954-1957 
 

9. Madison Mayor Paul Soglin, in office 
for 2nd term, rallies for Monona Terrace 
Project. Tony Puttnam, Wright’s closest 
apprentice on the project while he was 
alive, is selected as project architect, 
said Wright 59 plan could be used for 
today’s purposes; same exterior and 
modified interior. Voters approve project 
by narrow margin. 1990’s 
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