Twentieth Century Club hosts Banks

Taliesin architect remembers:

the life of Frank

Being a student of Frank Lloyd
Wright was not a cloistered acade-
mic endeavor disjointed from the
every day activities of the real
world. Tt was, instead, a complete
lifestyle, Aubrey Banks recatled to
describe his many years as a protege
of the famous Wisconsin architect.

Standing behind a smooth, curv-
ing lectern of honey-colored cherry,
Banks made his remarks at the Mon-
ona Terrace Community and Con-
vention Center on Tuesday to mem-
bers of the Sun Prairie Twentieth
Century Club who had gathered for
a guest luncheon.

The unique lectern’'s gentle
curves and simple beauty, echoing
the surrounding the building, were
among Banks' contributions to the
building.

Banks was an apprentice of
Wright at Taliesin and a faculty
member at the Frank Lloyd Wright
School of Architecture. He now
works for the Architecture Network,
Ine. in Madison.

Charged with making the space
habitable, Banks designed and se-
lected all the interior furnishings as
well as tableware, flatware and other
accessories which were chosen to
harmonize with the “grammar” of
the building.

Banks explained that architec-
ture, like human language, is a mode
of expression which requires struc-
ture (o creale meaning.

“Style comes from working with

loyd Wright

Aubrey Banks

your limitations...You have to give a !

building grammar. If we just have
words without the structure of gram-
mar, there is not an expression of
ideas,” Banks said. “Without the
structure of grammar, you're limited
in what you can say.” '

In keeping with that philosophy,
Banks said his choice of furnishings
does not bear an imprint of himself;
but rather, reflects the overriding
structure of the building’s sweeping
bends and circles.

“T had no intent of making a per-
sonal statement,” Banks explained.

From upholstered chairs, dining
room seats and side tables to swoop-
ing light fixtures, flatware and sau-
cers, the theme of Wright's design 1s

carried info the smatlest of details of
Monona Terrace.

(Continued on page 8)
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