Activity Ideas
From Mentor Jason Valerius

Things in a City – Discussion of various types of buildings, uses, and infrastructure. I ask the kids to come up with ideas, and have a stack of 11x17 sheets illustrating various things (housing types, commercial types, civic buildings, transportation types, green spaces, energy sources, and a few others). As they come up with items, students come up and hold the picture.

Parts of a Building – similar to the above activity, but with various building components and design variations (roofs, doors, windows, cladding, etc.)

Map Study – Discussion around a series of large printed maps. I bring pairs of maps for 2 or three places, such as the downtown isthmus and the area around the school, one map showing the aerial photo and one showing the city’s future land use plan. We compare the two maps, discuss the use of colors to represent land uses, and talk about the differences in building size, block size, etc for different uses and activities

Architectural Drawing – Demonstration of the four basic types of drawings used by architects (plan, section, elevation, perspective), followed by time for each student to try one or more method.

Land Use Planning – Working with the class to lay out the streets and arrange a mix of uses on that grid. Based on this activity I have sometimes generated a future land use map as a record of their plan.

I have also sometimes led discussion about urban design using a book called “Great Streets” by Allan Jacobs. It has some great illustrations of various street, block and neighborhood designs from around the world.

